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FIN 301-20: Managerial Finance and Control 
Course Syllabus 
Summer 2016 (Session 2) 

 
 

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR 

Instructor Dr. Barkat Ullah 
Assistant Professor of Finance 
Alger Hall 211 
(401) 456-9528 
bullah@ric.edu 

 
Office Hours Monday and Wednesday 

2 PM - 4 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE COURSE 
 
Time                   Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 

6:30 PM - 9:26 PM 
Jun 27, 2016 - Aug 5, 2016 

 
Place                     Alger Hall 107 
 
Course description from the College Catalog 
Financial management concepts are introduced. 
Topics include the time value of money, risk and 
return, capital budgeting, cost of capital, and capital 
structure. Bloomberg certification is incorporated as 
lab component. 4 credit hours. 
Prerequisite: ACCT 201; ECON 214, 215; MATH 177. 
Offered fall, spring, summer 
 
Text book 

• Introduction to Corporate Finance, 3rd Edition, John 
Graham and Scott B. Smart, South-Western Cengage 
Learning. ISBN-10: 1111222282;  
ISBN-13: 9781111222284 
 

 
Course Description 
FIN301: Managerial Finance and Control is considered as the first step into the world of finance for business 
students. The course starts with an introductory section covering the basics: the environment in which 
companies operate, the information contained in the financial statements that corporations file publicly, and 
time value of money, a core concept in finance. The second part of the course covers risk and return 
relationship by focusing on pricing securities like stocks and bonds. The final part consists of corporate 
finance topics including capital budgeting and capital structure. 
 
This course helps business students in at least two ways. First, it helps students to understand the issues 
finance people deal with, and decide whether finance can be a career path. If one chooses to follow this path 
and major or minor in finance, the material covered in FIN301 will be useful in many other finance courses. If 
one finds that her/his main interests lie outside finance, this course may be the only finance course that 
she/he takes. Students of this course will be exposed to finance in many aspects of life, perhaps as an 
individual investor or in a work environment. This course will familiarize students with finance concepts, help 
them understand the situation they are facing, and make the right decisions. 
 
As the Instructor of this course, my goal is to provide you with a solid understanding of finance. While we will 
talk about finance theory during the semester, we will tie this theory to real life on an ongoing basis. This 
course will broaden and strengthen your skill set. Overall, you should expect an interesting and challenging 
class. 
 
For any business student, keeping up to date with what’s going on in the business world is imperative. Thus, 
we will use Bloomberg, a proprietary news source which is available at the Finance Lab as well as some free 
finance web sites such as finance.yahoo.com, google finance, Reuters, Morningstar, Wall Street Journal and 
New York Times to keep up with finance news and data and how they relate to the class material on an 
ongoing basis. 
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Course Format and Rules 
• You will need to bring your textbook and financial calculator (preferably Texas Instruments BA II 

Plus PROFESSIONAL) to each class. 
• Come to class prepared and read chapters in advance. Be ready to participate, and answer 

questions. Don't hesitate to ask questions whenever you need to; your questions are always 
welcome. 

• Let me know if you have a physical condition or learning disability that may impact your academic 
abilities in class so we can discuss it at the beginning of the semester. 

• Attendance is required and will be graded (10 points to the final grade). I’ll deduct 1 point for every 
missed class after your 2 absences including excused/emergency absences.  

• Student understanding of the course and the materials associated with the course will be measured 
by two exams including the final exam and two individual assignments.  

• Exams are mandatory. NO MAKEUP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. If any 
single exam is missed, the final exam will absorb the weight of the missed exam; this option is 
available ONLY to students who have given the instructor prior notice of an inability to make an 
exam or in the case of an emergency with a proof such as doctor’s certificate and been given 
approval for the final to absorb the weight of the missed exam. Only legitimate, documented reasons 
(serious illness, official University activities, etc.) provided to the instructor will be considered. Only 
date and time-stamped emails are to be considered acceptable prior notification. All other instances 
regarding a missed exam will result in a zero for that exam. NO EXCEPTION WILL BE MADE TO THIS 
POLICY. 

• You will earn 10% of your course grade by completing the Bloomberg Certification (BMC).  
• Throughout the semester, there will be in-class activities which will help you to understand the 

concepts, apply your learning to solve problems, and keep you up-to-date with course material. The 
in-class activities will not be graded. However, participating in these activities actively will be crucial 
for your exam performance and overall learning from this course. 

 
Grading 
Each graded component of the course contributes to your eventual grade as follows:  

Midterm Exam 30%  
Final Exam 30% 
Individual Assignments (2) 20% [10% each] 
Bloomberg Certification (BMC) 10% 
Attendance   10% 
Total 100% 

  
Letter grades will be assigned based on the following scale: 
A          94 and above B+         87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 65-69 
A-        90-93 B           83-86 C 73-76 D 60-64 
 B-         80-82 C- 70-72 F 59 and below 

 
Academic Integrity  
I will strictly follow the College policies on plagiarism and cheating. Examples of Academic Dishonesty include 
(but are not limited to): 
• Cheating: intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any 
academic exercise. 
• Fabrication: intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an 
academic exercise. 
• Plagiarism: intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own in any 
academic exercise. The following are examples of plagiarism: 

i. Word-for-word plagiarism: This includes (a) the submission of another student's work as one's own; 
(b) the submission of work from any source whatever (print or electronic) without proper 
acknowledgement by footnote or reference within the text of the paper; (c) the submission of any part of 
another's work without proper use of quotation marks.  
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ii. Patchwork plagiarism: This consists of a piecing together of unacknowledged phrases and sentences 
quoted verbatim (or nearly verbatim) from a variety of sources. The mere reshuffling of other people's 
words does not constitute original work. 
iii. Unacknowledged paraphrase: It is perfectly legitimate to set forth another author's facts or ideas in 
one's own words, but if one is genuinely indebted to the other author for these facts or ideas, the debt 
must be acknowledged by footnote or reference within the text of the paper (e.g., the above paragraphs 
are based largely on Sears, Harbrace Guide to the Library and Research Paper, p. 39). 

• Collusion: facilitating academic dishonesty intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another 
to commit an act of academic dishonesty. 
• Deception: Providing false information to an instructor concerning a formal academic exercise, e.g. giving a 
false excuse for missing a deadline or falsely claiming to have submitted work. 
• Sabotage: Acting to prevent others from completing their work. This includes cutting pages out of library 
books or willfully disrupting the experiments of others. 
 • Multiple Submissions: Submitting for credit, when a student has not been given permission to do so, any 
work that is the same or substantially the same as work that has been submitted for credit in another course. 
Many professors allow re-working or building on prior work; however, multiple submissions are permitted 
only with the prior permission of the instructor(s), and only when the student acknowledges the multiple 
submission in the work itself. 
 
Course Schedule* 

 
Date Content Topic/Activity 

06/27/16 Introductory discussion on the course and the syllabus 
Graham-Smart Chapter 1: The Scope of Corporate Finance 

06/28/16 Graham-Smart Chapter 2: Financial Statement and Cash Flow Analysis  
06/29/16 Bloomberg Lab Session 
07/05/16 
07/06/16 

Graham-Smart Chapter 3: The Time Value of Money 
Assignment I: Available on Blackboard 

07/11/16 
07/12/16 

Graham-Smart Chapter 4: Valuing Bonds 
 

07/13/16 Assignment I: Submission Deadline 
Review of Assignment I Questions 

07/18/16 
 

Midterm Exam [Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4] 
 

07/19/16 
07/20/16 

Review of Midterm Exam Questions 
Graham-Smart Chapter 5: Valuing Stocks 

07/25/16 
 Graham-Smart Chapter 6: The Trade-off between Risk and Return 

07/26/16 
07/27/16 

 

Graham-Smart Chapter 8: Capital Budgeting Process and Decision Criteria 
Assignment II: Available on Blackboard 

08/01/16 Graham-Smart Chapter 11: Raising Long-Term Financing 
Bloomberg Certification (BMC) Submission Deadline 

08/02/16 Assignment II: Submission Deadline 
Review of Assignment II Questions 

08/03/2016 
 

Final Exam [Chapters 5, 6, 8, 11] 
 

* The instructor preserves the right to make necessary changes to this tentative course schedule. 


