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Course Description: The objective of this course is to provide a broad knowledge of financial 
management of business firms and a conceptual outline that business managers 
employ in making financial decisions. The course will cover risk; valuation; planning 
and analysis, including working capital management; capital budgeting, and long-
term investment and financing; capital structure and cost of capital; and other 
decision rules that help to maximize the value of business firms. 

Prerequisites:  ACCT 205 

Learning Objectives: At the completion of the course students should be able to: 

1. Understand the role of financial management in the overall management of 
firms. 

2. Understand the relationship between financial institutions and market, and 
the basic function of the money and capital markets. 

3. Determine the financial strength of a firm, by analyzing key financial ratios. 

4. Understand the time value of money. 

5. Understand the impact of capital budgeting and long-term investing and 
financing decision on wealth maximization. 

6. Understand the interrelation between capital budgeting and organizational 
strategy. 

7. Estimate organization's cost of capital.  

8. Make judgments about organization's optimal capital structure.  

9. Understand the basics of international financial management. 

10. Use spreadsheets to enhance financial analyses. 

Required Text: Essentials of Corporate Finance with Connect Plus, 9th Edition 

Stephen A. Ross, Randolph W Westerfield, Bradford D Jordan.2016, 

ISBN-10: 1259277216| ISBN-13: 978-1259277214 

 

 

 



 Please note that the required edition comes with a Connect Plus registration code. 
We will be using Connect Plus (Finance) for assignments and assessments. Connect 
Plus (Connect Finance and e-book version of the course text) or Connect Finance 
only (without e-book version) account can be purchased separately from the 
textbook. 

McGraw-Hill Connect is a dynamic online learning environment which houses a 
variety of resources designed to help you master key concepts and succeed in the 
course.  You will be responsible for a variety of assignments in McGraw-Hill Connect 
over the course of the term, and the work you do on these assignments will make up 
TWENTY PERCENT of your overall grade in the course. 

Other Sources Software: Bloomberg Professional Services (Bloomberg Terminal) 

Print: Wall Street Journal, The Economist, New York Times, Financial Times, 

Web:  http://finance.yahoo.com, http://bloomberg.com, http://money.cnn.com  

Other Requirements Financial Calculators. HP-10II and TI-BAII Plus are recommended 

Class Procedures: Individual study and preparation outside the class are essential for success in this 
class. Student should make time to study lecture notes and work relevant problems 
from the end of each chapter covered in class. The minimum time recommended 
for individual study is two times the amount of hours spent in class, per week.  

Microsoft PowerPoint and Excel will be extensively used. Notes for each chapter are 
available in the shared folder on campus cruiser. 

It is your responsibility to visit the course website regularly for updates and print the 
slides for each chapter. 

 

Bloomberg Professional Service: Experiential learning is an important aspect of this 
course. We will hold some of our classes in QC109 (Finance Lab). During those 
classes, you will get the opportunity to learn how to use Bloomberg Professional 
Service, S&P Capital IQ, and StockTrak to get real-world applications of some of the 
finance concepts will cover in this class. The exercises you will perform will enhance 
your analytical, research, and decision making skills. Familiarity with Bloomberg 
Professional Service is a highly desired skill, by employers.  All students are required 
to create an individual login on the Bloomberg Professional Service. I will be available 
during the class and during my office hours to answer your questions. 

There are ten terminals in the finance lab, and one in the student computer lab. 
Make sure you complete all assigned lab exercises early to avoid long wait times, 
especially near the due dates. 

 

Bloomberg Market Concepts: Bloomberg Market Concepts (BMC) is an eight hour 
self-paced e-learning course that can be accessed for free through Bloomberg 
Professional Service. The course will introduce you to different aspects of the 
financial market. The BMC consists of 4 modules – Economics, Currencies, Fixed 
Income and Equities – woven together from Bloomberg data, news, analytics and 
television. For this class, you will be required to complete the Equities and Fixed 
Income modules, and together they make up FIVE PERCENT of your overall grade. 
The due dates for the completion of both modules can be found on the course 

http://finance.yahoo.com/
http://bloomberg.com/
http://money.cnn.com/


outline. When you register, make sure you use the group code TOFIN303AA35 so I 
can track your completion of the exercise. You may choose to complete all four 
modules, which will earn you a completion certificate. A recognition you should 
include on your resume.  

  

Classroom Behavior: Free discussion, inquiry, and expression are encouraged in this class. Classroom 
behavior that interferes with the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability 
of the student to benefit from instruction is not acceptable. Examples include (1) 
routinely entering the class late or departing early, (2) use of beepers or cellular 
phones, (3) repeatedly talking without being recognized, and (4) any other behavior 
that is perceived as ‘crossing the civility line.’ In the event of a situation where a 
student legitimately needs to carry a beeper/cellular phones to class, prior notice 
and approval of the instructor is required. Classroom behavior, which is deemed 
inappropriate and cannot be resolved by the student and instructor, may be referred 
to the University Administration for administrative or disciplinary review. 

 

Attendance Policy: Regular attendance is essential. Because regular and punctual class attendance is 
typically associated with higher course grades, it is in students’ best interest to 
attend all classes. Missing more than a week of classes could also have dire 
consequence on your performance in this course.               

Students with a valid reason for missing class are responsible for obtaining class 
notes from other students and discussing with the class instructor the feasibility of 
making up any missed exams and/or assignments.  The course instructor will 
determine the validity of a student’s reason for an absence and will work with 
students who have an excused absence.  Please note, however, that it is not always 
possible to make up some in-class assignments. Also note that excessive absences, 
even when excused, will impact the student’s ability to meet the learning objectives 
of the course and, in some cases, can impact other students.  

Valid reasons for absences include: 
 

a. Personal illness or injury 
b. Illness of a family member for whose welfare the student is 

responsible (e.g., dependant child, elderly or seriously ill parent) 
c. Death of an immediate family member 
d. Emergency (e.g., automobile accident, serious family emergency) 
e. Court-imposed legal obligations (subpoenas, jury duty) 
f. Military obligations 
g. Serious weather conditions 
h. Religious holidays 
i. Authorized trips from the University or special duties or activities at 

the University  
 

 MISSING MORE THAN TWICE THE WEEKLY NUMBER OF CLASSES WITHOUT A VALID 
REASON WILL RESULT IN A FAILING (F) GRADE IN THE COURSE.  
 



You are responsible for providing documentation of the reason for the absence no 
later than two class periods following the absence.  Absences due to valid, 
documented reasons will be considered excused.  The instructor may also deem an 
absence valid and excused for circumstances beyond the control of the student that 
are not included in the above list. 
 

Accommodation for 
Students with Disabilities: 

If you are a qualified student with a disability seeking accommodations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, please self-identify with the Office of Disabilities 
Services and I will work with them to provide you with the appropriate level of 
accommodation. 
 

Academic Integrity: 1. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes but 
is not limited to: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 
examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic 
dishonesty, and the use of a single essay or paper in more than one course 
without permission are considered very serious offenses and shall be 
grounds for disciplinary action as outlined in the current General Catalogue. 

2. Agreement between the student and the faculty member that a violation has 
occurred, or no response from the students, will result in the assignment of 
a lower grade or an F to the test or assignment, or in the case of a serious 
violation, a lower grade or F for the course. 

3. Students agree by taking this course that all required papers may be subject 
to submission for textual similarity to Turnitin.com for the detection of 
plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the 
Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting 
plagiarism of such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the 
Terms and Conditions of Use posted on the Turnitin.com website 

 

Communications: Electronic Mail is the preferred medium of communication. While I would prefer you 
use your Widener email in communicating with me, if you prefer to use a separate 
email, please remember to include my email (see email above) in your safe sender’s 
list in order to guarantee the delivery of my communication to your inbox. In some 
cases I may send a general email to all students through campus cruiser. It is your 
responsibility to check your university email account to view such emails. 

 

Student Evaluations: There will be three exams and various assignments and quizzes. Grades will be 
calculated from your performance on all exams, assignments, quizzes, and BMC. 
Attendance at every examination is mandatory. There will be no make-up exams. 
Missed assessment/exams with no formal excuse will be scored as a 0. If you miss an 
exam because of extraordinary circumstances, please provide the documentation 
afterwards. A written and signed statement describing the reason why the exam was 
missed must accompany such documentation.  



Grading Policy Grading Policy: Student’s grade in the course will be determined based on your 
performance on exams, homework. The distribution of credit is as follows: 
 

Activity Points 

Quizzes 50 

Bloomberg Market Concepts (BMC) 50 

Homework (Connect Finance ) 200 

Exam #1 200 

Exam #2 200 

Final exam (Semi-Comprehensive) 300 

Total 1000 
 

  
The following grading scale will be used to determine your final grade:  

900-1000:  A   899-870:  B+ 869-800: B 
799-770:  C+   769-700: C 699–600: D   
Below 600: F   

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE 

    

Class Period Chapter Topic Practice Problems 

    

Week 1 1 Introduction to Functions of Financial Management 

    

Week 2 2 Financial Statements, Taxes and Cash Flow Ch 2:1,2,3,6 

    

Week 3 3 Working With Financial Statements Ch 3:1,2,4,6 

    

Week 4 4 Time Value of Money Ch 4:2,3,4,6 

    

Week 5 5 Discounted Cash Flow Valuation Ch 5:2,6,12 

    

Week 5  Exam One  

    

Week 6 8 Capital Budgeting Ch 8:1,5,9 

    

Week 8 9 Making Capital Investment Decision Ch 9:4,9,10 

    

  
BMC Fixed Income Module Due 

  

Week 9 6 Interest Rate and Bond Valuation Ch 6: 4,5,18 

    

Week 10  Exam Two  

  
 

BMC Equities Module Due  

 
Week 11 7 Equity Market and Stock Valuation Ch 7:2,7,16 

    

Week 12 12 The Cost of Capital Ch 12:4,8 

    

Week 13 18 International Aspects of Financial Management Ch 18:12 

    

Week 14  FINAL (Thursday, December 15, 2016, 10:15AM)   
 
 

The University “Drop Policy” will be followed. 
Please note that the instructor reserves the right to change any item on the syllabus, course guidelines 
and grading policy without prior approval from students. Such changes (if necessary) will be done with 
even-handed accommodation and will be communicated to you within a reasonable time frame.  
 
 
 
 
 



Connect Finance 
 
Course Website:  To register with the access code you obtained via purchase of the new book package 
or to purchase stand-alone access to McGraw-Hill Connect/McGraw-Hill Connect Plus, you will need to 
go online to the course website for your section:   

http://connect.mheducation.com/class/odusami-section-a 
Once you arrive at the course website for your section, you may view tutorials on how to register with a 
code or purchase one online – These tutorials are found in the bottom left-hand corner, under “Need 
Help Registering?”  When you are ready to proceed, click on the “Register Now” button, and follow the 
steps as directed by the site. Register on the site using your widener email address and your name 
exactly as it appears on campus cruiser.  If you get stuck or experience any difficulties, you can review 
the tutorials, call 1(800)331-5094 or send me an email for help. 
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Student Understanding Contract 

Course #  FIN 303-A Course Title: Financial Management 

Semester: FALL 2016 Instructor:     Professor  Odusami 

I,  _________________________________________,  have received a copy of 

the syllabus for the course specified above.  I have thoroughly read and fully 

understand the information it contains.  I plan to comply with the policies and 

fulfill the requirements listed therein.  

Signature: ________________________________ Date: ____________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FIN 303 

Syllabus Summary 
Learning Objective 
 

 Achieve basic understanding of corporate finance, and investment management concepts. 

 Improve analytic, research, decision making, and Excel skills. 
 
Course Requirements 

Textbook:  Essentials of Corporate Finance with Connect Plus, 9th Edition 

Stephen A. Ross, Randolph W Westerfield, Bradford D Jordan.2016, 

ISBN-10: 1259277216| ISBN-13: 978-1259277214. 
 

Financial Calculators: HP-10II and TI-BAII Plus are recommended. You can also use Excel 
 
Course Materials 
All course slides, Excel files (as needed), and formula sheets will be posted to the shared files folder. 
 
Student Evaluations 
Quizzes: There will be a quiz before we begin each chapter.  50 Points Total 
Homework: Each chapter will have an assigned homework, which you will do through McGraw-Hill 
Connect. 200 Points Total 
Bloomberg Market Concept: Which you will access through the Finance Lab. 50 Points Total 
Exams: There will be three exams; two midterms (Weeks 5 & 10), and a semi-comprehensive final 
(Thursday, December 15, 2016, 10:15AM).  700 Points Total 
 
Attendance 
If you miss more than 4 classes, your grade in the class will be ‘F’. No Exception. 
 
ADA Accommodations 
You should notify me that you will need an accommodation, at the beginning of the semester. Before 
each exam, you should also pre-arrange your test accommodations with the office of disability services. I 
will work with them to provide you all approved accommodations. 
 
Class Etiquette: 
You not allowed to use your cellphone in class for anything. Kindly keep all phones out of sight. No 
excessive side conversations. I will ask you to leave if you are disruptive. 
 
Office Hours: 
My office is QC 225. I have office hours from Mondays through Thursdays. See page nine for my hours. 
Email is my preferred medium of contact. If you will like to speak with me, you can call my office (610-
499-1175) or arrange a call through email. 
 
Some Final thoughts: 
Finance is probably the most fascinating functional area of business; it is also a very challenging set of 
concepts to master. The key to doing well in this course is to study and work as many problems as you 
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can. You should probably form a study group and meet often. I would also need constant feedback from 
you, so I can pace myself appropriately in class. I wish you all, the very best this semester. 


