
  

  

 

FINANCE 331—INVESTMENTS 

Instructor: Timothy Marlo 

Spring 2017 

 

INSTRUCTOR: 

   

Dr. Timothy Marlo 

OFFICE: 128 Rehn Hall  Phone:  453-1429 

 

E-MAIL tmarlo@siu.edu 
 

OFFICE HOURS: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Friday from 10:00 am to 11:00 am  

 Additional office hours are available by appointment only.  In order to set 

up a meeting time, you can email me at tmarlo@siu.edu. 

 

TEXTBOOK: 

Essentials of Investments by Bodie, Kane and Marcus, McGraw-Hill  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: 
This course is an introduction to investments with three objectives: 1) To familiarize students with a 

vocabulary of terms and basic concepts of investments; 2) To demonstrate applications of those terms 

and concepts; 3) To provide various tools, resources, and foundations needed to be a successful finance 

professional.   

 

Topics include financial instruments, financial institutions, securities markets, Markowitz portfolio 

theory, capital asset pricing model, market efficiency hypothesis, and active/passive investment 

strategies.   

 

EXAMS (65%): 

There will be 3 exams. Questions on the exams will include true/false, multiple choice, short answers, 

calculations and/or essays.  Exams will cover issues addressed in class, whether they are in the 

textbook or not. This is not a course in which you get a decent grade simply by reading the book on 

your own and showing up on exam dates.  Exams are close-book, not cumulative, but later exams may 

inevitably touch the material covered earlier.   

 

During the exams, no formula sheet will be given and you may only have pen and pencil, blank scratch 

paper, eraser, and a calculator.   

 

During the exams, unless the problem explicitly states it, you may not check the computer or any other 

electronic device (including your cell phone), nor may you open any book or any notebook.  A simple 

touch of anything mentioned above will be considered cheating.  If you need more scratch paper or 

another pen, please let me know first.  Academic dishonesty will NOT be tolerated. Any suspected 

cases of academic dishonesty will be referred to the Dean and an F will be recommended as the 

minimum penalty. If you miss an exam, there will be no make-up exams given except as required by 

university policy.   
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HOMEWORK (20%):  

Homework will be assigned to support various concepts being discussed in class. Homework will be 

primarily completed in Microsoft Excel. No late homework will be accepted. Failure to turn in 

homework when it is collected will result in an automatic zero for the homework assignment. 

Assignments will range in amount of weight on your overall homework score. The purpose of the 

homework assignments is to determine your progress in the course and your understanding of the 

material. While homework assignments can be worked on in groups, it is expected that you will turn in 

your own work and not other classmates’ work. Any cheating or copying work will result in an 

automatic zero. If academic dishonesty continues, suspected cases will be referred to the Dean and an 

F will be recommended as the minimum penalty.      

  

PROJECTS (15%):  

There will be projects relating to the content that we will be covering. The details of the projects will 

be disseminated at the time the concepts are discussed. For all projects, both an e-copy and a paper 

copy are required to be submitted by the due time.  Paper copies are to be submitted in person in class. 

Any submission past due time will suffer a loss of 10% of the project’s grade per calendar day. 

 

BONUS: BLOOMBERG ESSENTIALS TRAINING CERTIFICATIONS (UP TO 3% BONUS): 

Bloomberg is a mass media corporation based in New York City 

(http://www.bloomberg.com/company/). Bloomberg provides financial tools such as security analysis, 

security trading platform, live and historical data feeds and news around the world through the 

Bloomberg Terminal. Bloomberg terminals are widely utilized in the investment industry. Bloomberg 

Market Concepts is an 8-hour self paced course that gives students a visual introduction to the financial 

markets and teaches 70 of the most common Bloomberg terminal functions used by financial analysts. 

We cover Economics, Currencies, Fixed Income and Equities. When students complete the 4 modules, 

they will receive a BMC Certificate of Completion and become eligible to upload their resumes onto 

the Bloomberg Talent Search database. This is a recruiting platform where employers are actively 

searching to fill internship and entry-level positions. You will receive 3% bonus if your total score is 

greater than 80%, 2% bonus if your total score is between 50% - 80%, and 1% bonus if your total score 

is between 20% - 30%.  

 

GRADING: 

Exam 1: 20%, Exam 2: 25%, Exam 3: 20%, Homework: 20%, Projects: 15%, Bonus 3%:  

The final grade scale is: A>=90%; B>=80%; C>=70%; D>=60%; F<60%. 

 

TRADING ROOM KEY FOB 

You will need access to the Bloomberg terminals (most of them are in Rehn 326, the trading room) for 

your projects. You can get a key fob to the COB building and the trading room with a $5 deposit for 

access whenever the room is not in use, including weekends and late nights. Please go to the finance 

department to obtain the key fob. Please allow for up to a few days for the key fob to be activated. 

Therefore, please do not wait till assignment due dates to obtain the key fob. 

 

PROFESSIONALISM:   

Both the homework and projects must be typed (unless otherwise noted), grammatically correct, neatly 

produced and presented, and be professional in appearance.  I will reduce any written assignment by 

25% if it does not meet these standards.  I expect anything that you submit to be of the same quality of 

work you would submit to your employer. 

http://www.bloomberg.com/company/


  

  

 

 

NOTES:  

Presentations and supplemental material can be found on the FIN 331 course page on SIU Online 

under “Content”. 

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 

Students found guilty of committing acts of academic dishonesty will receive at least an “F” in the 

course and possible suspension from SIUC.  The College of Business and Administration diligently 

prosecutes all cases of academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty as defined by the Student Conduct 

Code includes the work of another as one own or cheating by any means. Academic dishonestly also 

includes aiding, abetting, concealing, or attempting such activity. All SIUC students are required to 

abide by the Student Conduct Code. Please refer to the following website for more information 

regarding informal and formal procedures for handling suspected cases of academic dishonesty: 

http://www.siuc.edu/~policies/policies/conduct.htm 

 

DISCLAIMER: 
Opinions expressed herein are solely those of Tim Marlo.  Material presented is believed to be from reliable 

sources and I make no representations as to its accuracy or completeness. Certain portions of sections may 

contain a discussion of, and/or provide access to my (and those of other investment and non-investment 

professionals) opinions and/or recommendations as of a specific prior date. Due to various factors, including 

changing market conditions, industry trends and others, such discussion may no longer be reflective of current 

opinions and/or recommendation(s). The information contained in any third-party resource referenced by me, 

including but not limited to Bloomberg, Investopedia.com, Yahoo! Finance, other blogs, websites or articles, is 

not owned or controlled by either SIU or me, and as such does not guarantee the accuracy or reliability of any 

information that may be found in such resources. Links and references to any third-party resource are provided 

as a courtesy for reference only and are not intended to be, and do not act as, an endorsement by SIU or me of 

the third party, the third party’s content or the use of such third party or content. No student should assume that 

any discussion, article or other information provided by me, whether directly from me or from any third party, 

serves as or should be used as a substitute for, personalized financial, investment, or other professional advice 

from me or from any other investment professional. Past performance is not indicative of future results. 

Therefore, no student should assume that future performance of any specific investment, investment strategy 

(including the investments and/or investment strategies recommended by me) or indirectly via a link to an 

unaffiliated third-party website, will be profitable or equal any corresponding indicated performance level(s). 

Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk, and there can be no assurance that any specific 

investment will either be suitable or profitable for an individual’s investment portfolio. Historical performance 

results for investment indices and/or categories generally do not reflect the deduction of transaction and/or 

custodial charges or investment management fees, the incurrence of which would have the effect of decreasing 

performance results. The volatility of an index may be materially different from that of a portfolio. If you have 

questions regarding your personal financial situation you should consult your financial planner, investment 

advisor, attorney or other professional. 

 

Please go to http://pvcaa.siu.edu/_common/documents/syllabus-attachments/syllabus-attachment-

spring-2017.pdf for other very important information that pertains to all SIU courses. 
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The following is a list of tentative topics that will be covered.  If it is necessary to adjust this content 

or dates of exam, the student will be notified in advance whenever possible.  The student is responsible 

for being aware of any changes. 

 

Tentative Schedule of Topics (This schedule is subject to change):  

 

Topic 1: Understanding Basic Stock Concepts 

Topic 2: Securities Markets 

Topic 3: Stock Market Indices 

Topic 4: Other Financial Instruments 

 

EXAM 1: 2/23/17  

 

Topic 5: Risk and Return  

Topic 6: Efficient Diversification  

Topic 7: Regressions  

Topic 8: Capital Asset Pricing Model 

Topic 9: The Efficient Market Hypothesis 

 

EXAM 2: 4/5/2017 

 

Topic 10: Mutual Funds and ETFs 

Topic 11: Active Investment Management 

Topic 12: Options 

Topic 13: Fundamental Analysis 

 

FINAL EXAM 3: 5/11/17 at 10:15 am  
 

 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for 

study and work.  Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that 

you become familiar with the SIUC Emergency Response Plan and Building Emergency Response 

Team (BERT) program.  Emergency response information is available on posters in buildings on 

campus, available on the BERT’s website at www.bert.siu.edu, Department of Public Safety’s website 

www.dps.siu.edu (disaster drop down) and the Emergency Response Guidelines pamphlet.  Know how 

to respond to each type of emergency. 
 
Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the classroom in the event of an 

emergency affecting your location.  It is important that you follow these instructions and stay with 

your instructor during an evacuation or sheltering emergency.  The Building Emergency Response 

Team will provide assistance to your instructor in evacuating the building or sheltering within the 

facility. 

 

 

  



  

  

 

The following expectations are to enhance your ability to learn in this class, to avoid disruption and 
distraction, and to improve the quality of the classroom experience. Repeated failure to meet these and 
other common courtesy expectations may result in a lower grade for the course.  
 

 
Cell Phones: All cell phones need to be turned off at the beginning of class. Wait 

until after class to return any calls or texts received. If you are using 
your cell phone, you will be asked to leave the class.  

  
Email Etiquette: You are expected to write as you would any professional 

correspondence. Email communication should be courteous and 
respectful in manner and tone. Do not send emails that are curt or 
demanding. Do not expect an immediate response via email; I typically 
answer emails in less than 24 hours. If your email is sent at the last 
minute, it may not be possible to send you a response before an 
assignment is due or a test is given. Finally, grades will not be allowed 
to be discussed over email.  

 
Attendance: Please arrive on time and stay for the entire class period. Late arrivals 

and early departures are disruptive. In the rare event you must miss 
class or leave class early, email me in advance to let me know. If you 
cannot attend regularly or must always leave early because of a class 
or work conflict, either seek specific permission from me or do not 
take this class. Finally, while I will NOT be taking attendance every 
day, please know that I have been known to assign bonus points based 
on attendance in the past.  

 
Noise: When class begins, please stop your conversations. Wait until class is 

completely over before putting your materials away in your backpack, 
standing up, or talking to classmates. 

 
Office Visits: Any subject of discussion is permissible during office visits with three 

exceptions:  (1) If you miss a class, I will not answer questions about 
material covered that day – you are on your own.  (2) I will not discuss 
the exam in the office or outside of class.  All students will have the 
same information concerning exams, so make sure to ask question 
concerning forthcoming exams in class. (3) I will be more than happy 
to discuss homework assignments but will not do your actual 
homework for you. If you fail to attempt homework prior to discussing 
it with me, I will ask you to come back at another time once you have 
attempted the assignment.  

 
 *** If you schedule an appointment, and fail to show up to your 

appointment on time, it will result in a loss of up to 20 points per 
occurrence. Please notify me as soon as possible or no later than 2 
hours prior to an appointment if you are unable to make a scheduled 
appointment.*** 

 

 

 

 

 


