
 
 

FIN 330: INVESTMENTS: THEORY AND PRACTICE - Spring 2016  

Section 601 – Monday 1:30pm-3:00pm in DPC 5902 / Wednesday 1:30pm-3:00pm in DPC 5700 

Section 602 – Monday 3:10pm-4:40pm in DPC 5902 / Wednesday 3:10pm-4:40pm in DPC 5700 

 

 

Professor Keith Jacks Gamble  

@KeithJGamble  

kgamble@depaul.edu 

(312) 362-7685 

Webpage: http://condor.depaul.edu/kgamble/ 

Office: DPC 5520 

Office Hours: Wednesday Noon-1pm 

                        Friday 10:30am-11:30am 

 

  

Rationale: This course focuses on investment principles and their application to various types of 

investments available in the marketplace today. This knowledge is essential for a full understanding 

of other areas of finance such as portfolio management, corporate finance, and risk management. 

 

 

Prerequisites: FIN 202 Quantitative Reasoning and FIN 320 Money and Banking 

 

Objectives: The goal of the course is to prepare you for the investment sections of the Chartered 

Financial Assessment (CFA) exam. At the end of the course, you should know 1) how to speak 

about investments, 2) how to analyze investment data, 3) how investments get their value, and 4) 

how to evaluate investment portfolios. 

 

Required Textbook: Essentials of Investments, 9th edition by Bodie, 

Kane, and Marcus  

 

This textbook is available in the campus bookstore and from online 

retailers. The campus bookstore has a limited number of used copies 

available as well as textbooks for rent. The solutions manual may also 

be available in the campus bookstore; it is not required, but may be 

helpful to those who would like to make use of the questions at the end 

of each chapter for practice. The course website Desire2Learn 

(https://d2l.depaul.edu) will be your source for all course documents 

including this syllabus and the homework assignments.  

 
 

Requirements: Homework [20 points], three Quizzes [10 points each, 30 points total], 

Bloomberg Market Concepts [4 points], Stock Pitch [6 points], Teach the Professor [10 points], 

Final Exam [30 points]  

 

Your course grade will be based solely on the total number of points you achieve. There are no 

scheduled makeup assignments or quizzes. Deadlines for the requirements are posted in the 
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course timeline in this syllabus. If you cannot make the deadline for one of the requirements, 

then you must let me know in advance. 
 

Course letter grades will be determined by the following scale:  

A range [90, ∞), B range [80-90), C range [70-80), D range [60-70), F [0, 60) 

  

The cutoffs separating A and A-, B+ and B, B and B-, etc. will be announced in the last class 

meeting prior to the final exam. 

 

Description of Requirements:  

Homework [5 points each, 20 points total]. One of the best ways to prepare for the quizzes and the 

final exam is to work the assigned homework problems. You must complete your homework online on 

Desire2Learn (d2l.depaul.edu). Your homework assignments are listed under the "Homework" tab. 

Your homework should be completed prior to the start of class on the due date listed in the timeline. It 

must be submitted prior to the deadline for you to get credit. There will be a discussion forum on 

Desire2Learn for asking questions about the homework. If you are having difficulty with the 

homework, check the discussion forum to see if other students had a similar concern and got it 

answered. If you do not see your concern addressed, then post your concern to the forum. I will be 

visiting the forum to answer questions that are posted there. You can submit your completed homework 

answers up to 3 times and your highest score will automatically be saved. 

 

Quizzes [10 points each, 30 points total] will be conducted at the start of class on the assigned dates in 

the timeline. Each quiz will test you primarily on the material covered in class and in the assigned 

readings since the previous quiz. There may be a small number of questions on material covered in any 

previous week. You will need a calculator for each quiz. You may not use the calculator function on 

a phone or any other device capable of communicating. No other aids are allowed. You will write 

your answers on the quiz sheet. It is important that you show your work. Correct final answers without 

explanation or quantitative support will be awarded no credit.  

 

Bloomberg Market Concepts [4 points] is a self-paced course that takes about 8 hours to complete. 

You can access this course at no cost through a Bloomberg terminal in the library. Step-by-step login 

instructions are available in our course page on D2L. You must enter our assigned group code 

KGInv80 in order to get credit for your work. You must get 70% or more on the assessment to receive 

a point for the module. Contact Amanda Smyth of the Bloomberg Institute at 

asmyth12@bloomberg.net if you have questions about BMC. 

 

Stock Pitch [6 points]. I will assign you to a group of approximately 4 students to create a stock pitch. 

Together you will decide on a stock in the Russell 2000 to pitch as a potential outperforming 

investment. Your pitch will be graded on originality, form, and content. If your stock outperforms the 

Russell 2000 index from the market close on the day of the presentations to the market close on the 

day of the last class meeting prior to the final, then you will be awarded the full 6 points. 

 

Teach the Professor [10 points]. This requirement consists of writing a memo of approximately 500 

words and creating a video presentation of approximately 2 minutes. The objective of the memo and 

video is to teach the professor something new about investments. These lessons will be graded on 

originality, form, and content. To establish the originality of your lesson tweet @KeithJGamble using 

the hashtag #TeachTheProf. 
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The Final Exam [30 points] will test you on topics covered throughout the course. You will need a 

calculator for the final exam. You may not use the calculator function on a phone or any other 

device capable of communicating. No other aids are allowed. You will write your answers on the 

exam sheets. It is important that you show your work. Correct final answers without explanation or 

quantitative support will be awarded no credit. 
 

Performance Improvement Bonus: My grading philosophy is that your course grade should largely reflect 

your understanding achieved by the end of the course not the correctable mistakes you make in the middle 

of the course. Thus, if your performance on the final exam exceeds your performance on the quizzes, I 

will multiply your final exam score by 1.5 and divide your quiz scores by 2. This effectively makes your 

final exam out of 45 points and your quiz scores out of 15. Do not fool yourself into thinking that the quizzes 

are unimportant for your course grade. Doing your best on the quizzes will make sure that you master the 

topics quickly and provide you with quick notice to improve on topics that you have not yet mastered.  

 

Bonuses: There will be bonus questions at the end of each quiz and the final exam. These bonus questions 

will test how well you know the people in our classroom community. Those who invest their time and 

energy into caring for the people in our community will be rewarded.  

 

Office Hours: My office hours are for your benefit. I am available to help you in any way I can. Good 

reasons to come to my office hours include: you have questions about course material or about finance in 

general; you have a concern about the course; you want advice. If you want to meet with me and cannot 

make my office hours, then email me to arrange an alternative.  

 

Feedback: I welcome your feedback on any aspect of this course. As a student I was frustrated that most 

professors solicited feedback from students only after the course was complete when helpful suggestions 

are too late to be implemented. If you have a comment or question, please email me at 

kgamble@depaul.edu. If you prefer to make your suggestions anonymously, go to the feedback discussion 

board on D2L. I will address most comments and questions at the beginning of the next class meeting.  

 

Academic Integrity Notice: DePaul University is a learning community that fosters the pursuit of 

knowledge and the transmission of ideas within a context that emphasizes a sense of responsibility for 

oneself, for others and for society at large. Violations of academic integrity, in any of their forms, are, 

therefore, detrimental to the values of DePaul, to the students’ own development as responsible members 

of society, and to the pursuit of knowledge and the transmission of ideas. Please refer to your Student 

Handbook or visit Academic Integrity at DePaul University (http://academicintegrity.depaul.edu) for 

further details. 

 

Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD): Students who feel they may need an accommodation based 

on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss their specific needs. All discussion will 

remain confidential. To ensure that you receive the most reasonable accommodation based on your needs, 

contact me as early as possible in the quarter (preferably within the first week of the course) and be sure to 

contact one of the CSD offices for support and additional service.  

 

Dean of Students Office (DOS): The DOS helps students in navigating the university, particularly during 

difficult situations, such as personal, financial, medical, and/or family crises. Absence Notifications to 

faculty, Late Withdrawals, and Community Resource Referrals, support students both in and outside of the 

classroom. Additionally, we have resources and programs to support health and wellness, violence 

prevention, substance abuse and drug prevention, and LGBTQ student services. We are committed to your 

success as a DePaul student. Please feel free to contact us at http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/dos. 
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Timeline: 

Textbook Readings – Chapters 1 through 4, Sections 20.1, 20.2, 20.6, Chapter 21  

Monday 3/28: Course Introduction  

Wednesday 3/30: Introduction to Mindfulness, Elements of Investments 

 

Textbook Readings – Chapter 5 

Monday 4/4: Return, Homework 1 Due 

Wednesday 4/6: Risk, Quiz 1 

 

Textbook Readings – Chapter 6 

Monday 4/11: Portfolio Risk and Return, Bloomberg Market Concepts Due 

Wednesday 4/13: Diversification 

  

Textbook Readings – Chapters 7, 8, 9, 18, 19 and 22 

Monday 4/18: Optimal Portfolio Choice, Performance Evaluation, Homework 2 Due 

Wednesday 4/20: International Investing, Portfolio Planning, Behavioral Finance, Quiz 2 

 

Textbook Readings – Chapters 12, 13, and 14 

Monday 4/25: Equity Analysis and Valuation  

Wednesday 4/27: Equity Analysis and Valuation 

 

Textbook Readings – Chapters 10 and 11 

Monday 5/2: Fixed-Income Markets, Fixed-Income Valuation, Stock Pitch Slides Due 

Wednesday 5/4: Fixed-Income Valuation, Credit Analysis, Stock Pitch Presentation 

 

Textbook Readings – Chapters 15 and 16 

Monday 5/9: Options Markets 

Wednesday 5/11: Option Valuation 

 

Textbook Readings – Chapters 17 

Monday 5/16: Futures and Risk Management, Homework 3 Due 

Wednesday 5/18: Alternative Investments, Quiz 3 

 

Textbook Readings – review previously assigned readings as needed 

Monday 5/23: Writing Memos, Video Presentations 

Wednesday 5/25: Review 

 

Textbook Readings – review previously assigned readings as needed 

Monday 5/30: Memorial Day Holiday, Homework 4 Due 

Wednesday 6/1: Practice Exam, Teach the Professor Due 

 

Monday 6/6: Final Exam for Section 602 (3:10pm-4:40pm) from 2:30pm to 4:45pm 

Wednesday 6/8: Final Exam for Section 601 (1:30pm-3:00pm) from 11:30am to 1:45pm 

 

Note that this syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. Please check the course 

website on Desire2Learn for the most updated syllabus. 


