
  

The Compact and Covenant: Moving Forward Together 

1. A shared vision 

Climate change is a global challenge which poses significant threat to humankind. Impacts of rising 
temperatures and sea levels are already impacting people, infrastructure and economies worldwide.  
As the international community comes together later this year to reach an agreement to combat 
climate change, cities around the world are already acting – many in very significant ways – to reduce 
emissions and adapt to climate change.  

To support these efforts, a number of initiatives have been launched by governments, regional and 
global city networks, and mayors themselves, including, in 2007, the EU Covenant of Mayors. 
Through this initiative, local governments assumed the pioneering responsibility of tackling climate 
change in their territories. The Covenant of Mayors has  enjoyed great success, with several thousand 
cities committing to action plans.  

Realising the relevance of cities, UN Secretary- General Ban Ki-Moon appointed the former Mayor of 
New York, Michael Bloomberg, as his Special Envoy for Cities and Climate Change. In September 
2014, to build upon existing efforts and to create even greater visibility for city efforts,  the Compact 
of Mayors was launched at the UN Climate Summit – like the Covenant, with a global reach.  

Today the Covenant and Compact coexist as different but complementary initiatives sharing a long-
term vision of promoting and supporting voluntary city action to combat climate change, including 
the following core principles: 

- Local Governments are Key Contributors:  The Covenant and the Compact work to organize 
and mobilize local governments to be active contributors to a global climate solution. 

- City Networks as Critical Partners:  Local and global city networks are core partners to both 
the Covenant and the Compact – serving as the primary support for participating cities. 

- A Robust Solution Agenda:  Focusing on those sectors where cities have the greatest control, 
both the Covenant and the Compact support ambitious, locally relevant solutions, captured 
through strategic action plans that are registered, implemented and monitored.  And both 
initiatives contribute directly to the global database NAZCA. 

- Reducing GHG Emissions and Fostering Local Climate Resilience:  Both the Covenant and the 
Compact emphasize the importance of climate mitigation and adaptation.   

Cities are free to join one or both of the initiatives, depending on what suits them best and because 
the Covenant and Compact are designed to serve the cities we are working to ensure the greatest 
degree of synergy and partnership between these two initiatives in the interest of participating cities.  

In short, while the aims and targets of each initiative are slightly different – there is much more that 
unites the Compact and Covenant than divides them. 

 

 

 



  
2. Advancing Our Partnership 

Now is the time for the Compact and the Covenant to open a new chapter in their cooperation, 
working together in areas where synergies are possible, and contributing to one another's success 
elsewhere.  

The following key steps will enable us to move forward together: 

• promoting the shared vision of all cities worldwide being low-carbon or carbon-neutral, 
adapted to climate change, resilient for future changes, and providing universal access to 
clean and affordable energy services; 

• cementing the leading role for local and regional government in tackling climate change, with 
the Compact focusing on consistent and transparent data collection and reporting with a 
connection to United Nations while the Covenant focuses on developing the institutional 
political processes that make effective action possible;  

• moving towards standard procedures to increase international accountability. In the 
meantime, process-oriented solutions with open-source methodologies should co-exist with 
standardised methodologies so that local and regional government can pursue the fight 
against climate change despite very diverse levels of autonomy and capacity;   

• facilitating streamlined reporting for cities participating in both initiatives by developing 
technical solutions to connect Compact and Covenant databases so that cities, reporting only 
once, may report data to both efforts;  

• developing reporting mechanisms within NAZCA  that combine data  from both the Covenant 
and the Compact, to showcase the collective impact of city action;  

• promoting systems and methodologies for universal access to energy services in cities and 
regions that are fully consistent with the low-carbon vision of both the Covenant and the 
Compact;  

• communicating about Compact and Covenant in a joint, consistent and synergic way; and  
• creating a permanent Compact-Covenant working group for regular information and 

knowledge-sharing and with a clear mandate to devise joint actions whenever feasible and 
convenient for cities and regions. 

 

 


